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Debates in Society:

Socialisation is how we learn our culture, including language, beliefs and many behaviours.  
Sociologists are interested in the role that people play in helping socialise children.
Most Sociologists think that upbringing (nurture) plays a key role in socialising children into different cultures
Feral children are children who spend time growing up without any human contact.

Your task is…
1) To research both sides of the debate.  Mail on Sunday columnist Peter Hitchens outlines his position on his blog (in favour of grammar schools http://hitchensblog.mailonsunday.co.uk/grammar-schools/), and Wikipedia has a good overview of this debate.  
2) What position does each of the other political parties take on this issue?
3) What  do you think?  Explain your reasoning.
Last year, the Conservatives announced they would be expanding the number of grammar schools in the UK.


There has been an extremely fierce debate over the fairness of grammar schools (selecting by ability) since their conception in 1944., with some arguing that grammar schools unfairly benefit the middle-classes, while others argue that it gives working-class children a chance that they otherwise wouldn’t have had.

Your task…
1) Research different perspectives on this debate. 
2) Write your own response to the question, Is the Burqa oppressive or empowering.


The Burqa (a body length garment with a mesh covering the face) is an item of clothing worn by some Muslim women.
Feminists often believe that girls and women are not given a choice to dress in this way but are pressured by their parents, husbands and the local Muslim community to do so
However, there are signs that Western Muslim girls and women, especially those who are middleclass and educated, are increasingly choosing to wear the hijab in particular.


Your task is...
1) Research the London riots, produce a summary of the events, how long they lasted and how the disorder spread.
2) Research the reasons for these riots; watch Youtube videos and read accounts in news articles at the time.  Give reasons for the riots from different perspectives, for example, what did the rioters say – is there any reason to disbelieve their account?  What did people from local communities (where the rioting happened) say were the causes, what did the government say were the reasons? State problems/strengths of these reasons as you discuss them.
3) In your own personal opinion, what was the main reason why people were rioting?  Give
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An Introduction to Sociological Perspectives

A perspective is 2 way of looking at something, or an opinion about something. A sociological
perspective is a way of looking at society. There are many different perspectives in sociology as
there are many different viewpoints from which sociologists study society.

Fundt

nalism

The theory of functionalism is associated with the French sociologists, Emile
Durkheim (1858-1917) and the American sociologist Talcott Parsons (1902-75).
This theory is sometimes known as a “consensus theory” as it believes that
Society is based on agreement amongst its members about basic norms and

values (culture). The theory tries to explain what makes societies ordered and ‘
stable.

The functionalist sociologists believed that societies are made up of inter-related parts that are
essential for the smooth running of society. They say that society is similar to a biological organism
such as the human body. As the human body s made up

of parts —cells, organs etc - that fit together and depend

AKRRR I RTHL S,
on each other, society is also a system of interdependent ““ ’W
parts. This idea is known as the “organic analogy”. For Shared Values
example, the family is a part of society that reproduces the

next generation and socialises them into the norms and * * r

values. The education system i a part of society that

socialises children and teaches them skills and knowledge
they will need for the workplace.

Mankism

Another key sociological theory, Manxism, comes from the writings of Karl Marx
(1818-1883). Marx was an economist and philosopher who was critical of the
‘economic system of capitalism which had developed in Western societies around
that time. He felt that this system benefited the few at the expense of the many.

He argued that society was made up of two main social groups:

*  Aruling (capitalist) class  this small group own the means of production.
‘This means they own the things that are needed to produce goods to be
sold e.g. land, raw materials, factories.

* Asubject class — workers who selltheir labour to the ruling class in exchange for wages.

There s a basic conflict of interests between the ruling class and the subject class, according to
Marx. Workers produce wealth in the form of goods yet a large part of that wealth i taken in the
form of profits by the ruling class. Thus one group gains at the expense of another.




image8.png
Marx believed therefore that modern capitalist societies were based on conflct,rather than
consensus like the functionalists. Manx thought that the workers would eventually realise the
extent of the inequality and exploitation, and would rise up and overthrow the capitalist system,
resulting in a fairer and more equal society.

Feminism

Feminism s also known as a confiict theory. Whereas Manxism
focuses on the conflict between social classes, Feminism looks at
the confiict between the sexes.

Feminists argue that society is divided along gender lines, and
that men have more dominance and power than women. They
are critical of the traditional role of women in the farmily and

believe that women have fewer opportunities in the workplace.

Patriarchy is a term often used by feminists to describe this
process. It simply means male dominance. Feminists believe
society is patriarchal. They argue that male dominance is present
in people’s working and family lives, and i reflected in social
norms and values, roles and institutions.

TASK D

Why is functionalism known as a “consensus theory”?
Briefly describe the two social groups that Marx said society was made up of.
Feminism is regarded as a conflict theory, like Marxism. What is the main
difference between Feminism and Marxism?

Extension tasks:

Use the Internet to find out more about the early sociologist and political
thinker, Karl Marx.
Functionalists talk about the functions of the family and of education in society.
Find out more about what they say.

. There are different types of feminists — Radical, Marxist, Liberal feminists, for
example. Find out what they say about gender inequality in society.
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Instructions: Read the following material and complete the questions/tasks. 50:10‘03‘17
Answers may be completed on a computer and printed out or handwritten on paper.

Bring this work with you to your first Sociology lesson. There is a glossary of key terms at the
end of this booklet to help you.

What is Sociology?

Many people coming to the subject of sociology for the first time have a vague idea that the subject
is the study of people and society. This is a good start, s sociology looks at how influences from
Society shape and affect people and their behaviour, their experiences and how they interpret the
world around them.

Sociology is the study of social institutions.

Sociology s the study of human groups and sociallfe in modern societies. Sociologists are
interested in the various social institutions found in society and how they operate. For example, the
family is an insttution that exists in many forms and a version of the family i found in the majority
of human societies. Many developed societies have education systems, which perform a number of
functions such as providing children with skills for work. Work and the economic system are the
way in which goods and services are produced and distributed. The law ensures social control and
regulation of people’s behaviour and politics enables people’s views to be represented
democratically. Many societies also follow a set of beliefs, which may include religion.

Therefore, society is made up of many parts (or institutions) and they all contribute something to
the operation of society.

The parts of society.... Legel system
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Sociology is the study of social differences and inequalities..

Sociologists are also interested in how society may be divided into social groups — or how they are
stratified, For example, some sociologists would argue that social class is a sgnificant form of
stratification or inequality found in our society — wealth and incomes are distributed unevenly,
which may result in some members of society having privileges and wealth, while others have low
incomes and may live in poverty. For example,in the UK, the richest 10% of people own 44% of the
nation's total wealth. The poorest half of the population share only 9% of the total wealth,

A person’s income, occupation and ownership of wealth are related to other aspects of their lives
such as how much power and influence they have, their level of education and their social status.

There s alot of disagreement about how we should define different social lasses, however we can
usually separate them into these distinct groups:

Upper class | A small lass that refers to the main owners of society's wealth, This may
include business owners, landowners and the aristocracy.
Middle class | Alarge class, and often refers to those in non-manual work. This includes

people who don't carry out physical labour in their work, and may involve
working in offices, At the top of the midle classes, highly paid and highly
skilled occupations may feature, such as doctors and lawyers. At the bottom,
there may be people carrying out routine office work who are paid much less.
Some may argue that those in the low paid jobs should be included in the
working class as their pay may be very similar.

‘Working class | Alarge class, including those who work in manual jobs which involve physical
labour. This may include skilled work such as electricians or plumbers, or
unskilled work such as working in packing in a factory.

Underdiass Some sociologists have identified this smell class at the bottom, whose poverty
may exclude them from full participation in society. This class may be
characterised as having long term welfare benefit dependency and
unemployment.

Some people have suggested there are now more than the
4 main categories of social class shown in the table above,
such as the ‘working poor’ and the ‘lower midde class'.

Sociologists study the relationship between socil class and
other factors, such as educational achievement and crime.

Other forms of divide sociologists are interested in are

‘gender and ethnicity. Anindividual's social class, gender
and/or ethnicity can affect their life chances — whether or
not they do well at school, whether they can get a good job or their chances of committing crime or

being imprisoned. For example on average, women earn about 15% less than men. Unemployment
is almost twice as high for ethnic minorities as for the white British population.
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Sociology is the study of social problems and issues.

As well as studying how society works, sociologists are interested in why societies sometimes dor't
work well, or why certain features of sociallife may be harmful. For example, poverty may be found
in many societies, and this can lead to other forms of disadvantage. Many would argue that crime in
Society is harmful, especially to victims. Family breakdown and divorce may also occur which may
lead to other social problems,

Sociologists often research these issues to
uncover useful information which could
be used by governments and policy
makers to try to improve society.

S0, sociology is the study of human
society, social insttutions, social
differences, social problems and human
behaviour.

TASKA

Identify two social institutions found in society.
Outline one function that education systems may perform in saciety.

Identify one characteristic of the upper class,

Identify two jobs that may be regarded as middle class.

Identify one key characteristic of the working class.

Welfare benefit dependency is regarded as a feature of the underclass. Briefly
explain what this means. Use the link to help you.

ows e

7. Identify one social problem that sociologists might be interested in studying.
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The Study of Human Behaviour: Nature or Nurture?

People disagree about whether our behaviour is something natural that we are born with (nature) or
whether it is the result of our upbringing in society and our environment (nurture).

Biologists would examine how our behaviour is shaped by natural instincts. However sociologists
question this and argue that much of our behaviour is learned. Instead of looking at biological
reasons for our behaviour, sociologists look towards culture and socialisation instead.

Culture; Without human contact we are reduced to basic and instinctive behaviour. But when
humans work together they create cultures that are complex and different. We become human
through this interaction with others, creating our culture.

if human behaviour were really directed by just our genes or instincts, we would expect to find
people behaving in much the same way all over the world. But what s regarded as normal
behaviour varies from one culture to another. If we lived in Victorian Britain or in modern China, we
would follow different customs and have different lfestyles. So human behaviour is flexible and
diverse. It varies according to the culture we lve in.

Sociologists usually define culture as the shared values and norms of a society or group.

There may be some cultural variation within one society. For example, in Britain there are many.
different groups that may have their own subcultures that vary from the mainstream. Cultures may
also change over time. Attitudes to different behaviours may change, such as attitudes to smoking
o sex before marriage.

Values: are things we regard as important, the most significant standards or principles in our ives.
‘The value of human lfe is an obvious example. Other examples are religious convictions and
politicalloyalties. In everyday life, most people subscribe to the values of honesty, consideration
towards others, ustice and fairness.

Norms; are social expectations or rules about how people should or should not behave- for
‘example, you should hold the door open for others, you should oin the back of a queue. There are
different rules for different situations and contexts — you can let your hair down at an end-of-term
party, but the same behaviour would be frowned upon during normal class time. Norms also vary in
their degree of seriousness. Committing murder willresultin severe legal punishment but bad table
manners might only provide irritation n others.
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Sodialisation

The process of learing our culture is called socialsation. When living in a human society, we learn
our social norms and values from being children. Many of the socia nstitutions described earler in
this resource ~ family, education - are involved in the process of socialsation. One of the key
functions of the family, according to some sociologits, s o socialise children into the norms and
values of society. Sociologists make the distinction between:

« primary socialisation: thistakes place in the family, where we are taught by our parents.
These are often the norms that are expected of us within our famiy.

« secondary soclalsation: this takes place later, in education, the workplace or by the media.
These are norms which are from the wider society and the adult world.

Social Control

The methods society uses to ensure people comply with the
rules and regulations are known as social control. Socialcontrol
may involve punishments or rewards to help reinforce what
acceptable norms of behaviour are within society. Social
control may be formal such as the police or the courts. Social
control can also take place in an informal way, such as through
peers, neighbours and our familles.

TASK B
1. Briefly explain how sociologists define culture.
2. Give one example of how culture can vary within a society.

3. Briefly explain the difference between primary and secondary socialisation.
4. Give one example of formal social control.
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Feral children, also known as wild children or wolf children are children who've grown
up with minimal human contact, or even none at all. They may have been raised by
animals (often wolves) or somehow survived on their own. In some cases, children are
confined and denied normal social interaction with other people.

Walking through a Ugandan forest, a woman spotted a group of monkeys. To her
astonishment, she realised that one member of the group wos a small boy. Local
villagers “rescued” this “monkey boy” and identified him as John Ssabunnya who had
been abandoned as a two year old.

For the past three years, John had lived with a group of colobus monkeys. He had
learned to communicate with them — with chatters, shrieks, facial expressions and body
language. He shared their diet of fruit, nuts and berries, he became skilled at climbing
trees and, like those who adopted him, he walked on all-fours.

He was terrified of his rescuers and fought to remain with his family of monkeys.

John was washed and clothed — much to his disgust — and taken to an orphanage. He
gradually learned to behave like a human being. Slowly but surely, he began to sing,
laugh, talk, play, dress and walk like children of his age.

Today, John is @ member of the Pearl of Africa Choir which hos successfully toured the
UK.

What does the case of John Ssabunnya (below) show us about human behaviour?





