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TASK ONE 
 

Explore the genre of World War I literature. 
 
Read at least one (if not more) of the following: 
 
 

Sebastian Faulks BIRDSONG 
 
This intensely romantic yet stunningly realistic novel spans three generations and the unimaginable gulf 
between the First World War and the present. As the young Englishman Stephen Wraysford passes 
through a tempestuous love affair with Isabelle Azaire in France and enters the dark, surreal world beneath 
the trenches of No Man's Land. 

 
 

Joseph Heller CATCH 22 
 
Set in Italy during World War II, this is the story of the incomparable, malingering bombardier, Yossarian, a 
hero who is furious because thousands of people he has never met are trying to kill him. But his real 
problem is not the enemy—it is his own army, which keeps increasing the number of missions the men 
must fly to complete their service. Yet if Yossarian makes any attempt to excuse himself from the perilous 
missions he’s assigned, he’ll be in violation of Catch-22, a hilariously sinister bureaucratic rule: a man is 
considered insane if he willingly continues to fly dangerous combat missions, but if he makes a formal 
request to be removed from duty, he is proven sane and therefore ineligible to be relieved. 
 

 
 

Pat Barker REGENERATION 
 
Regeneration, one in Pat Barker's series of novels confronting the psychological effects of World War I, 
focuses on treatment methods during the war and the story of a decorated English officer sent to a military 
hospital after publicly declaring he will no longer fight. Yet the novel is much more. Written in sparse 
prose that is shockingly clear—the descriptions of electronic treatments are particularly harrowing—it 
combines real-life characters and events with fictional ones in a work that examines the insanity of war like 
no other. 
 

 
 

Erich Remarque ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT 
 
In 1914 a room full of German schoolboys, fresh-faced and idealistic, are goaded by their schoolmaster to 
troop off to the ‘glorious war’. With the fire and patriotism of youth they sign up. What follows is the 
moving story of a young ‘unknown soldier’ experiencing the horror and disillusionment of life in the 
trenches. 



TASK TWO  
 

 

 

Whilst reading, or after, show your understanding of the genre of World War I literature 
through either: creating a mind map; making notes; researching keywords; or making an 
illustrated infographic. 
You should bring this work to your first English Literature lesson in September.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



TASK THREE  
You can type or write this answer. Please send your typed answer to Miss Finlay at 
nf@beckfootoakbank.org if you are unable to print it.  
 
The extract is taken from Mr Britling Sees it Through, a novel by H.G. Wells (1866–1946) 
published in 1916.  
 
The extract begins with Mr Britling receiving a telegram telling him that his son Hugh has 
been killed in action.  
 

1. Explore the significance of personal loss in this extract.  
 

Remember to include in your answer relevant detailed analysis of the ways that Wells shapes 
meanings.  
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