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Head’s Blog Friday 30th September  

Highlights of the week  

It’s been another busy week at Beckfoot Oakbank!  

Thursday 29th September was a very special day for a talented group of writers at Beckfoot Oakbank: the 

launch of our latest creative writing anthology. The Rumours Were Right and Killed by the Coconut, not by 

the Shark is a double header anthology containing pieces of writing from 54 of our year 8, year 9 and year 

10 students. Together, they worked with our First Story writer-in-residence, Ben Mellor, on Wednesdays 

between January and June, including a trip for some to Huddersfield University to work with other local 

First Story schools. As published writers, the students all received their own copy of the anthology, copies 

of which will now also be held not only in our library at Beckfoot Oakbank but will also be retained as part 

of British Library collection - an incredible achievement! We are so proud of all the students. A huge thank 

you to Miss Brown who supported the sessions every week and to Ben, from First Story, for being the 

creative inspiration behind the anthology. Our new cohort starts on Wednesday 5th October for our next 

set of budding writers! 

 

I had the chance to meet  with Heath (Y7) Austin (Y8 ) Adam  (Y9), Olivia (Y10) and Evie (Y11)  about their 

excellent start to the school year – all nominated by their year team leaders.  They spoke to me about their 

lessons and what they have been learning and the support they receive from staff that helps them to 

succeed. They also each took the time to write a thank you post card to a member of staff – I will be 

delivering those postcards next week to the staff.  

Y8 in particular seem to be smashing it in the world of sport – see later in the news below. We have some 

extremely talented young people in our school community.  

Attendance for the week  

 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

Year 7 92.9 93.4 91.0 92.4 91.2 

Year 8 88.8 90.3 89.8 89.5 90.3 

Year 9 89.6 88.7 88.5 88.1 84.5 

Year 10 85.6 85.8 86.6 87 86.6 

Year 11 85.9 83.7 82.5 82.5 79.9 

Year 12 91.2 97.3 100 98.3 95.9 

Year 13 91.3 86.4 88.9 90.6 91.4 

Key  

94+% (National Average 2019)  
92-93.9%  
<92%  
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Currently our rate of absence is higher than the average for our local authority, so next week we need all 

students to show their resilience and attend school every day.  Please note that if attendance is already 

below 95%, we will not authorise absence for illness without medical evidence. Every day, every lesson, 

every minute, counts!  

Tutor time and assembly (Personal Development) this week 

Assembly this week has gone down a storm with staff and students. Mrs Walsh treated us to an 

assembly on the recent European Day of Languages and their importance to our everyday lives.  

 

Right to Read 

Students have also been busy 

during their Tutor lessons first 

thing every morning; Y7 and Y8 

are now well into their new 

reading books which are 

proving exciting and thought-

provoking. Ghostboys (Y7) is a 

heartbreaking and powerful 

story about a black boy killed 

by a white police officer, 

drawing connections with real-

life history, from award-

winning author Jewell Parker 

Rhodes. Without giving away 

the ending, Jerome the key 

character starts to see other ghostboys and recognise their stories. In Year 8, Kick is a football novel with a 

twist. Whilst Budi dreams of being a star he is trapped in a Jakarta sweatshop making football boots. A 

story about dreaming big, about hope and heroes, and never letting anything stand in your way. 

In their Future Ready Learner sessions Y9 have explored individual liberty and rights and Y10 are embarked 

upon Terrorism whilst Y11 are fully focussed on ‘being future ready’ looking at topics to boost their 

independence and better-informed pathways choices. They have covered ‘globalisation’ this week and 

previous topics have included climate change, the environment and their responsibilities as well as study 

skills and revision strategies.  

We have also been revisiting with all students why it is so important to be fully equipped for school each 

day. How they can help themselves to be even more successful at Beckfoot Oakbank.  
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Y11 News  

This week saw the start of our after-school revision sessions for the year group, across most of the 

subjects...only 3 working weeks before the mock exams! It was fantastic to see all the pupils at these 

sessions, close to 100 pupils attended these sessions across the week. We celebrated this in today’s 

assembly and the three luckily winners of the intervention attendance prizes were Thomas R, Matilda W, 

and Lottie A. 

Y8 News  

Lucy in Year 8 is Bradford City Girls U12 Coaches player of the year! She has been training with City for just 

over a year and scored an astronomical 39 goals last season, making her the top goal scorer!  Lucy went on 

a trial day and got signed up on the spot. She started playing football when she was 9, alongside her 

brother and her dad. She trains 3 times a week at Apperley bridge. Go Lucy! 

 

 

Annaya in Year 8 has won this amazing award for her Taekwondo skills! She has only been training for 2 

years but has already secured her yellow belt by training 2 times a week.  Annaya finds the sport very 

rewarding but very tiring. Keep up the good work Annaya! 
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Jessica S in Year 8 has completed the Final Points Dressage Test at Aire Valley Riding Club and came 

6th place overall.  In addition, she was awarded best tack and turn out for the Juniors which resulted in her 

winning a voucher and other goodies for both her and her pony.  The final award was also presented to her 

which was the Endeavour Award 2022.  This was an amazing trophy and a wonderful rosette too. This 

award goes to somebody who has shown great progress, determination, perseverance, not necessarily 

somebody who has got top marks all the time, not given up and always has a smile on their face despite 

the outcome over the season.  Jessica's pony is not the easiest to manoeuvre being the stubborn grand age 

of 19 and very much of a plodder that he is, but with patience and the endless love that she has for Sollie, 

her efforts certainly paid off and were recognised.   

Y9 News  

Wonderful to see the published poetry anthology comprising poems that Year 9 students wrote last year. It 

is absolutely fantastic! It can also be found in the British Library.  

I have seen fantastic learning and baking this week in the shape of cookies made by Year 9 earlier this 

week. Well done everyone. 

Y10 News 

Year 10 students have had another great week, with excellent uniform and behaviour.   And we caught 

these History students smashing their 16-mark answers in class this week with Mr Finlay.  Well done team! 

 

Post 16 news  

Good luck to Jaamal Rehman who has made it through to the Yorkshire Amateur Boxing finals in 

Bridlington – we wish him all the best. 
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Staying safe online: 12 ways to champion equality 

Most of us use the internet daily and it is so important to remember to give everyone the respect they 

deserve online – regardless of gender, race, sexual orientation, religion, or anything else. This simple guide 

gives top tips on a number of issues such as ‘pack mentality’, haters and discrimination. Make sure that 

when you are engaging in social media you are being kind and using your interactions to build people up 

and not spend time putting people down. 
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